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HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, GATHERED AT KEW- 
DURHAM, WN. H. 1780, 


( Continued ) 

ON the 31st day of October, 1795, a numbet 
of Elders (being previously chosen at a quarterly 
meeting for that purpose) assembled with the 
brethren at Canterbury, N.H. ahd embodied a 
church, consisting of twenty-one members. This 
church has ever been increasing from that time to 
this. ‘They have had revival after revival, and ad- 
dition after addition, until they have increased. toa 
large number.. 

in the year 1796, all their quarterly and yearly 
meetings were regularly attended, and a particu- 
lar attention paid to church order. At the yearly 
meeting, which was holden at New-Durham, inthe 
month of J une, which began on the 11th day, and 
continued until the 14th, they enjoyed much con- 
solation; appointed a number of Elders to visit 
all the churches then in fellowship, to assist them 
in the business of looking up and setting in order 
the public gifts. These visits were gencrally at- 
tended with good effect. Many of the young 
brethren were thereby comforted, confirmed and 
established in the truth, and instructed in the way 
ofthe Jiord, more perfectly. From that time the 
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churches began to be more regular in all their 
proceedings. ‘The cause began to flourish in all 
parts of the connexion, and a- considerable num. 
ber was added in the course of that year. On the 
28th of June (by request of the church at Canter- 
bury) those Elders, with a number of: others, at- 
tended a meeting at the north mecting-house in said 
town, and ordained Winthrop Young, to preach 
the gospel and administer its ordinances. David 
Kent, wasalso ordained the same day to the office 
of deacon. A large and attentive congregation as- 
sembled onthe occasion. A very weighty, instruct- 
ing and humbling discourse, was delivered by Fl. 
der Benjamin Randel, from Eph. ui. 8 : Unto 
me, who am less than the least of all saints, 1s this 
grace given, that [ should preach among the Gen- 
tiles, the uasearchable riches of Christ. From.-this 
passage, Randel preached the gospel of Christ, in 
the clearest manner. ‘Phe brethren were much 
ecified and comforted ; gainsayers were convinced 
and alarmed, and it was a good day to our souls. 

Elder Young is yet living i in Canterbury. He 
has ever been a useful brother in the ministry, and 
helper in the cause of God. He has often had 
the happiness of seeing his labors blessed, espe- 
cially inthe late revival in that town, mentioned in 
my second number. I have understood, that 
since that revival began, he has baptized upwards 
of eighty persons in that place ; and that there is 
yet an encouraging prospect in that part of the 
country. : 

In the beginning of the year 1797, it was a low 
time in many places; many of the brethren were 


































RELIGIOUS MAGAZINE. 149 


mourning on that account. At the yearly meet- 
ing, holden at Parsonsfield, February 4th, they 


agreed to hold a day of jasting and prayer through. 


all the churches ; and accordingly they did. On 
the twenty-third day of the same month, the 
churches assembled for that purpose, and lifted 
their united cries to God, for a revival of religion 
among them. 

This was a very solemn day ; a day of weeping 
and mourning : but the Lord heard prayer, and 
their weeping was turned into rejoicing. On the 
same day, God begari to revive his work among 
them ; “the witnesses began to arise; and the 
brethren began to lift up their heads and rejoice, in 
hope of seeing the .full accomplishment of their 
pravers. 


On the 6th of March following, a church was | 


embodied in Newfield, by Elders Benjamin Ran- 
del and J. Buzzell. This church was small 
when they were embodied; they have had many 
trials to pass through, but they have also had re 
revivals, and have been gradually increasing 1 
number ; and | hope, many of them, growing in 
erace. There is now a number of public gifts 
among them, which are frequently improved, that 
appear to be profitable. ‘There is now some ap- 
pearance of another revival. 

June 10th, the same year, they assembled at New- 
Durham, for yearly meeting, as usual, and had a 
very agreeable season, both in worship and busi- 
ness, and received a comfortable report from all 
quarters, viz. that love and harmony was prevail- 


ing among the brethren; that the Lord was pour- 
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ing out his Spirit, in a number of places; par- 
ticularly in Berwick, Kittery, and New-Castie ; 
and a large number added to the several churches 
in other parts. At yearly meeting in September, 
holden at Edgcomb, the reports were still encour- 
aging; there was an account of a Llessed revival, 
in a place called New-Canaan, (Me.) and an ac- 
count of very great additions to the churches in 
different parts “of the New-Durham quarterly 
meeting. ‘They hada very happy season, in wor- 
ship and communion. 

November 4th, they sssembled at Gorham for 
yearly meeting ; received reports from the several 
quarterly meetings, and found that the good work 
of the Lord was still going on in many places, and 
an appearance of a gencral spread of the gospel 
net. “ The watchmen were engaged in lifting up 
their voices like trumpcts, in ail parts where they 
travelled, and the brethr@n seemed to be unitedly 
crying to God, to bless their labors. Great num- 
bers were solemnly moved upon in meetings of 
worship, in different parts of the country. The 
ministers were still few in number, but they ap- 
peared to be willing to go unto Christ, without 
the camp, ‘‘ bearing his reproach.”? In the year 
1798, all their stated meetings were regularly at- 
tended ; and the power of Gop was marvellously 
display ed among them from meeting to meeting 
through the whole vear. The accounts to the 
yearly meeting holden at Parsonsfield, February 
3d, were very encouraging. ‘The work was stiil 
going on in many places, and many souls were 
converted and baptized. 
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June 19th, they assembled at New-Durhan, at 
Elder Benjamin Rande!’s—a large number from 
all parts of the connexton—and_ almost as soon as - 
the people were collected and set down, the power 
of God appeared to come down on the meeting, 
in some measure, as it did on the disciples on the 
day of Pentecost. (1 was present and ‘beheld the 
scene.) It was difficult to tell who felt the shock 
ise ; but to the best of my remembrance, the 

first that I heard speak, was a young man by the 
name of H. D. Buzzcil. _ He arose and confessed 
his former disobedience to God, to his parents, 
and to those’ who had been his instructors; and 
asked the forgiveness of all present, who knew 
him. He then declared that God had changed his 
heart, forgiven his sis, and sct his feet on the 
Rock Christ, and put a new song in his mouth, 
&e. He then exhorted all, both old and young, 
male and female, to ‘* come taste and see that the 
Lord is good.’? When he began to speak, a 
larze number of youth in different parts of the as- 
sembiy, began to weep, and a numbcr fell on their 
knees, crying for mercy ; the cries increased so, 
that in a few minutes, it was difficult to distinguish 
one voice from another, unless some one lifted up 
his voice like Peter, and spake very loud, and 
then they might be distinctly heard, by those who 
were liste ning. ‘There was about one thousand 
people present, when this exercise began. The 
ministers” had said nothing, but were muclaaffect- 
ed at secing the power of God displayed in this 
marvellous manner. After they had stood a few 
nunutes, viewing the situation ‘of the people, and 
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hearing the cries of distressed sinners, several of 
them left the stage, where they were standing, and 
dispersed through the congregation in different 
directions, and conversed with, and prayed for 
those who were in distress, wherever they found 
them. Thus the exercise continued through the 
day, A number of souls were hopefully con- 
vertetl in the course of the exercise, and gave such 
an evidence of their change, as caused the saints 
of every denomination present to rejoice, and 
praise God, for his wonderful works! This 
meeting continued four days. In the evenings, 
the ministers dispersed to different parts of the 
town, and held meetings in the private houses ; 
but there was but little room for sermonizing. 
There were so many laboring and heavy-laden sin- 
ners, that nothing could be done, only to converse 
with them, and pray fog them, and point them to 
him, who was able to bind up their broken hearts, 
and to pour the oil and wine of his grace into their 
mourning souls. 

On the second day of the meeting, they assem- 
bled at the meeting-house, (about two thousand 
people; ) the exercise began and continued in about 
the same manner that it did on the day before. 
The cries of sinners, and the rejoicing of saints, 
were to be heard in every part of the congrega- 
tion, mingled with regular prayers and exhorta- 
tions. A number of the old saints were solemnly 
engaged in praying for distressed sinners, in differ- 
ent parts of the assembly. Numbers of the young 
preachers, were also engaged in like manner, to 
exhort and encourage them to look to Jesus for 
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pardon and salvation.. ‘Thewld brethren and sis 
ters were joining with thenew.born souls, to/praise 
God for their wonderfuirdelivetance.'/' ‘Phe ‘old 
ministers stood‘im the desk, and onthe ‘stairs} - 
each apparently striving forthe lowest seat ;- but 
the eldest* obtained it.: Each appeared to parti: 
cipate both in the joy of the saints, ‘tind ‘the’sor- 
row of the mourning and weeping sinners. Joy 
sat on every brow, w hile trickling tears were glid- 
ing down their checks. Opposers stood amuzed 
and confounded, to see so many ef thei o/d com- 
rads, and even some of those who had been:ring- 
leaders in the devil’s serv ice, now on their knees: 
someson their faces, crying toGod for mérey: 
Once ‘inia while, a new one fell, and often the one 
least suspected. : Some’ formal professors called 
this all confusion ; but'to me it was the most 
excellent melody. It sounded to me; like the © 
most harmonious tune;-sung in all parts, by the 
masters of music, w here there. is no jar’ nor dist 
cord. The voices of the young prea€hérs, sound- 
ed like the tenor; the voices of the old saints in 
prayer, mingled with the groans of sinners, sound- 
ed like the bass ;"'the voices of the brethren, who 
were rejoicing.to sce the marvellous works of God, 
sounded like the counter ; the voices of the new- 
born souls was the treble. ‘When a new sinner 
fell, it made a high note in the bass; when one 
was conyerted, it made a high note in the-treble. 
There is no confusion, where there is‘a joint 
acreement. If there were a thousand convicted 
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sinners in one congregation, crying for mercyyand 
a thousand saintsfervently | praying to God, that 
they might obtain it} ‘anda thousand ministers at 
the same ‘time telling them where, and how they 
might find it; and when they obtained it, if a 
thousand! more joined.with them to praise God 
for their deliverance, What confusion is there in 
it? Ans. None; they are all agreed. When 
Cirist rode into Jerusalem, there was a very great 
shout among the disciples. ‘See Matt. xxi. from 
the 6th to the end of the 16zh verse. And the dis- 
ciples went and did as Jesus commanded them, 
and brought the ass, and the colt, and put on them 
their clothes, aud sat him thereon: ’ And. a-very 
great multitude spread their garments inthe way ; 
others cut down branches of the trees and strawed 
them in the way. And the multitudes that went 
before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna 
to the Son of David; blessedis he that cometh in 
the name of the Lerd: Hosanna in the highest. 
And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the 
city was moved, saying, Who is this? And the 
multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet, of Naz- 
arcth of Galilee. And Jesus ‘went ihto the 'tem- 
pie of God, and cast out all that sold and botght 
in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the 
money changers, and the seats of them that sold 
doves, and said unto them, It is written, my house 
shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have 
made it a den of thieves. - And the blind and the 
lame came to him in the temple; and he healed 
them. And when the chief priests and scribes saw 
the wonderful things that he did, and the children 
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erying in the temple, and saying, 'Hosannato the 
Son of David; they were displeased): “And said 
unto him, Hearest thou what these say’? Jesus 
saith unto’ them, yea; Have ye never’ iread, out of © 
the. mouths of babes and suckling$,-thou hast per- 
fected praise ?. How! much confusion was there in 
all this? Ans. None; only what the chief priests 
and scribes made. 

Those who brought the ass, and thosewho took 
off their clothes and put them on him, and those 
who sat Jesus thereon, and those who cut down 
the branches of the trees, and strawed them in the 
way, as trophies of honor to their King, and those 
who went before, and who followed, crying, Ho- 
sanna to the Son of David, and those inv the ‘city 
that inquired, Who is this? and ‘those whé in- 
formed them that it was Jesus ; and the blind, and 
the lame, who came to him to be healed, and the 
children in the temple who cried, Hosanna to: the 
son of David, were all agreed and united to ‘hon: 
or the blessed Redeemer. There was no confusion 
in their conduct. 

But the chief priests and scribes were displeased; 
they did not like to sce so much honor given to 
Jesus Christ, and to heariso many praising him at 
a time. They thought if affairs went on so, that 
they should soon lose their uppermost rooms at 
feasts, and greetings in the markets, and should 
be no more called of men, Rabbi, Rebbi; that is 
to say, master ! master! What 1 expect agegra- 
vated them the most of all was, to see lim purge 
the temple of God, and cast out those that sold and 
bought in the temple, and overthrowing the tables 
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sold doves, and boldiy' charging them with making 
his Father’s .hoise;aden of thievesi | There. is 
nothing that walkcut wicked menlike the truth ; 
and there is nothing that tall dusplease proud amen 
so mueh, as; to see any! one: henoted above them- 
seives; oreraity, covetous men so much, &s'to see 
their craft exposed, and their hope of. gain gone. 
They douid hold their peace'no longer. Hearest 
thou what these say ?) Yea. Yes,» blessed be his 
name, he heard them, and delighted to hear them. 
lf thére;had been ten thousand times ten thousand, 
he could have heard them just as welk, and under- 
stood all they said. | He went according torscrip- 
ture rule with them, both in purging the temple, 
and if confutng: his-epposersu. ** Have.ye never 
read, out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise??? This was to him ail- 
perfected praise. There was no jar, nor discord, 
nor confusion in all this. It was all harmonyin 
his ear. He himself was the author of it all; and 
he is not the author of coniusion, but of peace. 
These chief: priests and scribes, pretended t 
believe in the Messiah, and to be waiting for his 
coming. But see how they treated him when he 
caine! This was the great reformation which they 
had, doubtless, often mentioned in their long 
prayers, when standing in the synagogues, atid in 
the corners of the streets. ‘But when it came, see 
what effect it had upon them! ‘They were dis- 
pleased. Formal, lifeless preachers and profes- 
sors, always like a reformation best at a great dis- 
tance. They pray for it to come, but when it 
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comes, they are displeased, and oppose it. They 
pray for the time to come, When a nation shall be 
born in a day; but, if a dozen or twenty sinners | 
cry for mercy in a congregation at a time, they 
call it all confusion, and say, that the people are 
deluded, &c. 

I have been told, that a certain minister once 
prayed, (with apparent earnestness) thatGod would 
be pleased to pour out his Spirit on the con- 
gregation. And when he ended, a woman in the 
assembly broke out in praise to God, and imme- 
diately he ordered the Tythingman to carry her 
out of the meeting-house, because, he said ‘‘ she 
disturbed. the meeting.” 

The chief priests and scribes, pretended a great 
deal of love and regard to the Messiah, while he 
was in heaven; but when he came upon earth, 
they hated him without a cause, and despised and 
rejected him, and said, We will not have this man 
to rule overus. Such professors as these, living 
and dying in the state they are now in, let their 
pretensions be what they will, may say as was said 
by Balaam, Numb. xxiv. 17, I shall see him, but 
not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh. But 
to return to my narrative. 

On the third day of the meeting, a vefy large 
number of people collected, and assembie#t in a 
field. The exercise began with praise and prayer, 
which was followed by a sermon, delivered by 
Elder Isaac ‘Vownsend, which was calculated to 
inform the understanding of the people, and shew 
unto them the way of salvation. This was fol- 
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An exercise began similar to that already de- 
scribed, and sinners fell before the servants of God, 
as the Philistines did before Jonathan and his ar- 
mor-bearer. It was really astonishing to any 
candid mind. to behold the events which took 
place on that day, as many who are now living 
can witness. Some of those, who appeared to be 
the most bitter opposers, and the most shielded 
and guarded against the work were taken. One 
instance in particular, which I think is worthy to 
be noticed, was this: I observed three young men 
who had appeared to be very much shielded and 
guarded, through all the meeting. They wefe 
standing on the outside of the assembly, looking 
on. Qhne of the ministers observing them, felt an 
impression on his mind to speak to them, and ac- 
cordingly endeavored to make his way through the 
people, to come at them, but before he got nigh 
enough to speak to them, they saw him coming, 
and immediately all of themas one, turned their 
backs on the congregation, and ran for the wood. 
No doubt they intended to follow the example of 
Adam, our common progenitor, that is, to-have 
concealed their trouble by hiding among the trees, 
but were overtaken before they reached their in- 
tended shelter. When they had gotten about 
twenty rods from the congregation, they all fell to 
the earth, and cried aloud for mercy, and never 
rose until they were able to say that their sins were 
forgiven. Then they returned to the congrega- 
tion, praising God, and calling on all their former 
companions to help them praise him, for what he 
had done for their souls. This struck many more, 
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but the day being spent, the people retired to the 
private houses to lodge and get victuals. 

‘There were some things in this exercise, which 
appeared strange to many at first, respecting the di- 
versity of the operations, which the subjects | of 
the work felt in the time of their distress, viz. 
some fell to the earth and cried aloud for mercy, 
till they obtained it. Others cricd a while, and 
then laid motionless for a little space, and then 
broke out in praises toGod. Others fellon their 
knees, and prayed for pardon until they felt a pardon. 
sealed to their souls, by receiving a spirit of adop- 
tion, whereby they could cry, Abba, Father. Oth- 
ers did ot fall, but sat and begged until they found 
deliverance. Others stood on their feet smiting 
on their breasts, saying, God be merciful to me a 
sinner. Others appeared to be solemnly impress- 
ed, but made no outward ado until they shouted, ° 
Hosanna to the Son of David. I considered all this, 
and recollected that there was an exampie for each 
of these left on record in scriptures. 

For instance. When Saul was going to Da- 
mascus to persecute the saints, and the Lord ap- 
peared to him in the way, Ae fell to the earth, and 
cried to God, saying, Lord, What wilt thou 
have me to do? Acts ix. 4and 6. ‘* When 
the queen of Sheba came to see_ the wis- 
dom of Solomon, and the house that he built, and 
the meat of his table, and the sitting of his ser- 
vants, and the attendance of his ministers, and 
their apparel, and his cup-bearers, and his ascent 
by which he went up unto the house of the Lord; 
there remained no more Spirit in her.”? She was 
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all overcome, and doubtless, lay motionless for 
a time, and said to the king, ‘‘ It was a true re. 
port that I heard in mine own land of thy acts, 
and of thy wisdom. Howbeit, I believed not the 
words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it : 
and, behold, the half was not told me : thy wis- 
dom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I 
heard. Happy are thy men, happy are these thy 
servants, which stand continually before thee ; and 
hear thy wisdom. Blessed be the Lord thy God, 
of which delighteth in thee, to set thee on the throne 
ei i) of Israel, because the Lord loved Israel for ever. 
Therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and 
justice. See 1 Kings, x. from the 4th to the end 
of the 9th verse. If the queen of Sheba was over- 
come, to sce the wisdom and acts of Solomon, no 
wonder if the soul is sometimes overcome to see 
the wisdom and Acts of Jesus. If the type was 
then so glorious as tu overcome the beholder, the 
antitvpe is certainly now much more glorious, 
and hath more over-powering charms. 
Di. The leper came kneeling down to Jesus. Mark 
Wai! i. 40. Blind Bartimeus saz, and begged. Mark 
| x. 46. The Publican was standing, when he 
smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful 
to me a sinner. Luke xviii. 13. Hannah, the wife 
| of Elkanah, made no outward ado when she pray- 
\ ed; yet the Lord heard her prayer, and granted 
r} the petition which she asked of him. 1 Sam. i. 
| 13—20. By the above examples, an unprejudi- 
y | , ced mind may clearly see the truth of that im-_ § 
itt portant saying, in 1 Sam. xvi. 7, For the Lorp 
Ht seeth not as man seeth; Tor man looketh on the 
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outward appearance: but the Lorp looketh on 
the heart. Let the posture of the body be w hat 
it may, when the heart is fully given up to Gop, 
the soul is accepted of him. I observed, that _ 
notwithstanding they were so differently operated 
on, in the time of their distress, yet, their expe- 
riences were essentially the same. They could 
each of them, tell 4 rational and scriptural experi- 
ence. Even those, who had their whole exercise 
in the midst of what formal professors called con- 
fusion, could tell as rational an experience, as 
those, who. had experienced religion when. they 
were alone, and had no person to interrupt them. 
They could all tell what they heard, and what they 
saw, and what they felt, and how they had to give 
up ALL, and to forsake aut for Christ; that as 
soon as this was done, they all felt their sins for- 
given, and the love of God shed abroad in their | 
hearts by the Holy Ghost. They could each of 
them say, that they loved God supremely ; ; and 
his people witha pure heart fervently, and that they 
loved their enemies, and wished well to all_ their 
fellow creatures. Seeing one effect upon them all, 
I was led to believe, that although there was a di- 
versity of operations on the people, in the time of 
their distress, yet, ‘It is the same God, which 
worketh allin all.”? And Iet his name have all the 
glory. 

On the fourth day of the meeting, the people 
collected again, and as a number had offered them- 
selves for baptism, we repaired to the water, and 
Eider Benjamin Randel baptized the following : 
Jeremiah Ballard, of Unity ; James Vhomas, "of 
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Rochester; Nathaniel Meserve, of Dover Bet- 
sey Frost, of Middletown, n.u.; Chesley Drew, 
of Newfield ; Samuel Rolf, of Buxton, (Me. 
The Lord display ed power among the  specta- 
tors, in a marvellous manner, at the time of 
baptism. ‘he exercise continued through the 
day, and according to the best account that I could 
get, there was about one hundred souls, who pro- 
fessed religion for the first time, in the course of 
this yearly meeting. The greater part of these 
were strangers in New-Durham, and living in dif- 
ferent parts of the country, When the yearly 
meeting closed, they returned to their respective 
homes, and related to their friends and companions, 
the wonderful works of God, and told them what 
great things the Lord had done for their souls. 
This favorable circumstance, gave rise to a very 
great spread of the work of God, in almost every 
direction. ‘There was scarcely a town, in all the 
region round about, but what shared in this glo- 
rious work, either in a greater or less degree. 
Doors were opened in almost every place for 
preaching; the ministers were constantly travel- 
ling and preaching from place to place, and be- 
lievers were multiplied, and additions made to the 
churches daily. Many young men were called to 
public testimony, and went forth preaching the 
, word, and God blessed their labors, and many 
souls were hopefully converted under their im- 
rovement. 
On the 16th day of the same month, a very glo- 
rious reformation began in Parsonsfield, which 
spread through almost every part of that town, and 
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into many other towns in the District of Maine, 
until a very large number were hopelully convert- 

ed and baptized. ‘This reformation began in the 
following manner : viz. 

I was then dwelling in the same house ‘with 
Samuel Lougee, in said town, and as our custom 
was, we called our families together for social fam- 
ily prayer. It came to pass while we were pray- 
ing, that two young men and two young women, 
(who were then belonging to the families) were 
so much alarmed of their danger, that they fil on 
their knees, and began to pray for themselves. 
This unexpected out-cry affected every person 
present, both old and young. ‘Those who enjoy- 
ed religion rejoiced in the work, and those who 
were destitute of religion, mourned and wept. 
The smail children carried the news to the nigh 
neighbors, and it spread from one neighbor fo an-— 
other, until the people collected for several miles 
distance. ‘This exercise continued from 8 o’clock 
im the morning until 12 in the evening. Two of 
the convicts avovementioned, professed to find 
peace in their minds before the exercise closed, 

nd many more were crying to God for mercy. 

On the 17th of June, a meeting of worship was 
holden at George Bickford’s, in the south part of 
the town. The people assembled in a barn, the 
number was large. In the former purt of the day 
a sermon was delivered by J. Buzzeil, from Rom. 
vil. 13. “Fhe attention of the people seemed to be 
solemniy called up, but nothing extraordinary took 
place. But, in the after part of the dav. Ji sus 
preached among us; and then we had something 
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very extraordinary. After the people collected and 
were set down for worship, one of the young con- 
verts, who was brought to the knowledge of the 
aa truth the day before, arose, and spake a little, by 
et way of exhortation. And while he was speaking, 
: there were several young people laughing, and en- 
deavoring to make cthers laugh. A certain man 
| in the assembly sceing their levity, arose on his 
1 feet and said, that it was impressed on his mind 
a8 to drop a few words Which were spoken by Jesus, 
} when he was here on earth, which he said he ex- 
vin , pected would shortly come to pass. The words 
‘Spay were these: Wo unto you that laugh now, for ye 
shall mourn and weep! As he had uttered the 
words and set down, they instantly came to pass. 
The very one who began the laughter, being the 
first, and with her about forty or fifty more, fell on 
their knees, and were instantly mourning and 
weeping, and praying to God to forgive their sins, 
and begging of professors to pray for them. (I 
took notice afterwards, that about forty persons 
were baptized, who dated their experience at this 
' stroke.) But I observed one thing which struck 
me very much, at the time of this wonderful dis- 
play of the power of God. 

The people affected, were sitting all together in 
one part of the assembly, and there was but one 
in the circle, but what was taken, and that was an 

| old gray headed man. ‘This man appeared to be 
afirighted, and got himself out from among them 
i” 











































as soon as possible, looking back as he ran. How- 
aa ever, the exercise continued till the day was spent. 
And then the people retired to the house, where 
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it continued about in the same form, a considera» 
ble part of the night; a goodly number found 
peace in the day and evening. From this the work 
spread through the town, in a very extraordinary 
manner, until many souls were hopefully convert- 
ed. Meetings were, daily attended in different 
parts of the town for preaching and baptizing, 
until a church was collected, (inthe course of one 
year, exclysive of those who joined with other 
denominations) consisting of about one hundred 
members. Much was said by some, against this 
work, and I have understood that something was 
read against it; but I believe it never hindered its 
progress. ‘The work has ever appeared to be 
spreading, and the number of believers increasing. 
There have been several wonderful revivals in the 
town since, and we still rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God. The work has spread into the towns of 
Porter, Ossipee, Effingham, Cornish, Limerick, 
and Limington; and has been glorious in all shear 
places,.as-have been noticed in my former num- 
bers. [his same year, a church: was embodied 
in Limington, consisting of a considerable number 
of members ; and there was also a very glorious 
revival in Waterborough, at a place called Ossipee 
Hill, and a considerable number added to shat 
church. 

There was also a revival in Philipsburgh, and a 
number experienced religion for the first. time 
there. ‘This revival began at the dwelling-house 
of Daniel Smith, who is yet living in that town. 
Smith, at that time, was about finishing his house, 
and the young people in that place, among. other 
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carnal merriments, were in the habit of having 
what they called Aouse-warmings. That is, to 
collect together in large companies at new finished 
houses, and drink and dance, and havea great 
frolic,&e. And as Smith was about finishing his, 
they were all in expectation, and longing for the 
time to come, when the house would be finished 
that they might have their Aouse-warming. Their 
foreman. was a young man by the name of John 
Mains, (who was much respected among the 
young people) and as [ was informed had been to 
Smith, to know when the house would be finish- 
ed; andto ask whether he was willing that they 
should have a Aouse-warming. Smith and his 
wife were both very generous people ; but were 
of a serious and thoughtful turn ; and were not 
much in favor of .such kind of :Aouse-warmings. 
Yet were not open professors of religion, and did 
not really love to cross the inclination of the young 
people, and therefore did ‘not fuily deny : but 
gave some encouragement, and the time I think 
was set. But: previous to the appointment, I 
happened to: pass that way, and as Smith was a 
friend of mine, and secretly longing for something 
to turn up, that might put by their frolic, invited 
me to preach at his house ; which I accordingly 
did. And those young people, as well as many 
others, assembled tohear me. I think I'spake on 
Luke xix. 9, ‘*This day is salvation come to this 
house.”?’ And God was pleased to pour out a 
blessing on the assembly ; before 1 was done 
speaking, a number fell on their knees, and cried 
to God for mercy. ‘The first who fell was this J. 
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Mains, who did not arise, I believe, until he was 
anew creature; he then broke out in acclama- 
tions of thanksgiving like these : 

‘“Glory to God! Glory to God in the highest, for 
salvation! That salvation has indeed come to this 
house; and salvation is come to my heart. -Giory 
to God! I have been laying out to have a Aouse- 
warming here, my young friends, but must say, I 
am most agreeably disappointed. This is a Aouse- 
warming ! God has warmed my heart with his 
heavenly love! Ihave already found ‘more true 
comfort, than I ever found in all the merry meet- 
ings I ever was in.”? This was preaching indeed, 
to all his young companions. And:from this the 
work spread in that place. I mention this extra? 
ordinary instance, not boasting, or with any desire 
to make my readers believe that I did any great 
things in the meeting ; but with a pure desiré to 
shew them what great things the Lord cani do, in 
turning men from darkness to light, from hatred 
to love, and from revelling, to praying and) wor- 
shipping God. 

July 2d, 1798, a number of Elders, being pre- 
viously appointed, attended a meeting at Unity, 
.H. and ordained Jeremiah Ballard. to the work 
of the ministry ; and @ church was also 
embodied in that place. Elder Benjamin Randel 
delivered a very weighty and instructing discourse 
on the occasion, from Col. ix. 17. The sermon 
was delivered at the meeting-house, but the or- 
dination -was performed on a mountain, a little out 
of the town. | The reason, why the ordination was 
performed in the mountainus this: Tiere wasa 
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lot of dand in that town, which by some was called 
the ministerial right, by others, it was called the 
wolf-bait. 1 understood however, that the land 
Was originally granted to the first minister that 
should be ordained in the town. Whether the 
people were conscientious or covetous, | am not 
able to say, and do not pretend to determine. But 
it appeared that they did not mean to have a set- 
thd minister, and intended to appropriate the use 
of this ministerial right to the public benefit of the 
town; and were not willing that any minister 
should be ordained in the town, unless the man or- 
dained would quit his claim of the said land to 
them: ' Upon this condition they were willing that 
Ballard should be ordained at the meeting-house, 
and were willing also to make him a small present 
for his guit claim. Upon hearing this proposal, 
the ministers concerned in the ordination, imme- 
diately informed the persons who made it, chat the 
considered themselves the servants of Christ, and 
did not ordain men for the sake of Jand, and that 
they did not consider themselves interested in the 
property ; and thought that it would be highly in- 
consistent with their profession to ordain a man 
that should acknowledge his right thereunto, by 
taking the reward, and yviving his guzt claim. To 
prevent any further conversation on the subject, 
they agreed to *‘ escape to the mountain,” and per- 
form the ordination agrecable to the example and 
pattern, shewed them by the great Lawegniver, 
and so have nothing to do with their : 
Baiiard appeared to be very uselul for a time ; 
and that he was instrumental in the conversion of 
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many souls. But, after'a while, he ran into many 
extravagances, suchas loud screaming and laugh- 
ing, in time of public worship, and introduced the 
practice of kissing men'and women, as.an ordi- 
nance, for which things he was labored with, and 
rejected. The church in that place fell to pieces, 
for want of proper government, and on account of 
these extravagances. I understand, however, 
that Ballard has since dropped these things, for 
which he was labored with, and has become more 
regular. He now lives somewhere in the western 
part of our country ; but I have not heard any 
thing from him lately. 
(To be continued.) 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


An Account of late Reformations and Revivals of 
Religion. 


[CONTINUED. } 

THE prospect beiore us is still encouraging ; 
the work of the Lord is still spreading ; and the ti- 
dings from a number of piaces are very refreshing. 
The Lord has once more poured out his Spirit on 
a number of the inhabitants of Waterborough ; 
about twenty souls have latcly experienced re- 
lizion, for the first time, in that place. Many more 
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are mourning for their sins, and others are flock- 
ing to the meetings, to hear the gospel preached. 
I am informed, that the work is very solemn and 
powerful. ‘There is some opposition, but not 
more than what is common, where :here is a work 
of God going on, and where professors live godly 
in Christ Jesus. The devil generally gets mad, 
when he is losing his subjects, and if he has any 
faithful servants in the place, they will commonly 
make a great noise about it. The religion of 
Jesus Christ, has always had its opposers in all 
generations, and in all places, where the doctrine 
of Christ has been inculcated. ‘* And if any man 
will hive godly in Christ Jesus, he shall suffer 
persecution.”? But, if a man has a religion, that 
the devil and wicked’men wont oppose, and that 
will please his own carnal mind, he may be very 
sure (that without repentance) it will lead him: to 
the place ‘* where their worm dieth not, and the 
fire is not quenched.” 

It was once observed of a certain preacher, 
*“that he pleased every body but God, and good 
people.” But it is not so with the ministers of 
Christ, for they strive to please God, let who will 
be offended ; whatever pleases God, always pleases 
the soul that is reconciled to him; so that when 
God is pleased, his people will be pleased. 

A very giorious revival of religion has lately ta- 
ken place in the town of Edgcomb, (Kennebec) 
and places adjacent. {ft began at the time of the 
yearly meeting, which was holden in that town, on 
the 7th, 8th, and 9h of S ptember last, and has 
been increasing ever since. Many of the old 
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saints are greatly quickened ; those who inad been 
in a backsliding state, have been reclaimed. At 
the time of our vearly meeting at Buxton, in No. 
vember, I was informed that about 20 souls had 
been hopefully converted ; that many more ivere 
secking for an interest in Christ, and it is hoped 
that it will spread—the probability is that it will, 
if the preachers in that quarter pay a proper atten- 
tion to the work. Elder John Colby is now preach- 
ing in that part of the country, anda young brother 
from this town, by the name of J. Fenderson, who 
has been in that country ever since the work be- 
an. 

On the 16th of October last, we held our quar- 
terly meeting at Gray, (Me.) and received refresh- 
ing accounts from the several churches in tbis 
quarter, viz. That there is a general harmony and 
engagedness in the cause of Christ. The work 
of the Lord is increasing and spréading in some 
places, and beginning in others. On the second 
day of the meeting, at sunrise, we repaired to the 
water, and one was baptized, by Elder Jeremiah 
Bullock. Avery happy season. At 10 o’clock, 
A. M. the people assembled at the meeting-house 
for worship. After praise and prayer, Elder Dan- 
rel Hutchinson read a passage of scripture to the 
people, in Zech. ix. 17, For how great is his 
geodness, and how great is his beauty ! He then 
spake upon. the goodness of God, one hour and 
ten minutes, and then closed. J. Buzzell then 
arose, and addressed the congregation ; and spake 
one hour, on his deauty.. And the prediction fol- 
lowing, was manifestly fulfilled: ‘ Corn shall 
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make the young men cheerful, and new wine the 
maids.” ‘The assembly was large and attentive. 
The Spirit of God, accompanied the word to the 
hearts of the people, ina remarkable manner. A 
large number spake of the goodness of God to 
them, and praised him for his beauty ! A number 
of sinners appeared to be awakened, and there 
was an appearance of a revival in that place. 

Our yearly meeting began at Buxton, Nov. 2d. 
A large number of Elders and brethren attended 
from different parts of the country ; they seemed 
to come like Noah’s dove, each with an olive leaf 
in his mouth. ‘They all brought good news, and 
glad tidings of great joy. ‘The greater part of the 
first day was taken up in speaking and hearing of 
the wonderful works of God. Several hundreds 
of brethren were present, a considerable part of 
whom were such as have lately been brought out of 
darkness into God’s marvellous light. ‘There were 
many who spake, and a most beautiful order was 
observed through the day. ‘They spake one by one, 
and the interruptions were so short, that their testi- 
monies seemed to be one continued discourse. 
Curist, was the text all day. Some spake of his 
person ; some of his beauty ; some of his excel- 
lency; some of his great condescension and hu- 
miiity; some of his exaltation and intercession ; 
some of his nature; some of his name ; some of 
his goodness ; some of his power and ability to 
save ; some of his readiness ; some of his willing- 
ness; some of his long-suffering ; some of his 
power and authority to judge the world in righte- 
ousness, and minister judgment to the people in 
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uprightness ; and of the eternal felicity of the 
righteous, and everlasting punishment of the wick- 
ed. Every one seemed to have his proper gift 
of God, one after this manner, and another after © 
that ; yet, they all seemed to be parts of the one | 
great whole. Jesus was all, and in all. It ap- Ok 
peared to be the delight of them all, to give him : 
glory. 





“ While such a scene of sacred joys, 

“ Our rafitur’d eyes and souls employs ; 
“ Flere we could sit, and gaze away 

© A long, an everlasting day.” 


On the second day of the meeting, in the morn- 
ing, after praise, prayer, &c. a sermon, yn deliv- 
ered by J. Buzzell, from Acts xvii. 7, ‘ONE 
Jesus.” And in the afternoon, a sermon by J. 
Colby, from John ix. 27, ‘* Will ye also be “his 
disciples ??? A goodly number, I trust, answered 
in the affirmative, and gave their hearty consent 
to take his yoke upon them, and learn of him, &c. 
In the evening, a number of souls were set at liber- 
ty ; and had a new song put in their mouths, even 
praise to God. The third day of the meeting, we 
attended to business in our usual manner, received 
reports from several quarterly meetings, and found 
that love and harmony were generally prevailing 
among the churches; and a resolution to strive 
only for the things which make for peace, and the 
things whereby one may edify another. The busi- 
ness then closed, and worship began and continu- 
ed through the day. Many sinners were much 


alarmed, and appeared to be earnestly seeking af- 
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ter Christ. The work, ! understand, is still spread- 
ing in that place. 


ma 


A short Address to my Brethren in the Ministry. 





BELOVED BRETHREN, 


THE harvest is truly GREAT, but the labor- 
ers are few.” Notwithstanding so many have 
been raised up and sent forth, to promulgate the 
news of peace and pardon to a dying world—to 


preach the everlasting-gospel to them that dwell a 
upon the earth—yet, when we lift up our eyes, v 
we see a necessity of many more. ‘* The fields \ 
are white already to the harvest, and he that reap- ] 
eth receiveth waves, and gathereth iruit unto life 
eternal; that both he that soweth and he that reap- | 


eth may rejoice together,’? Doors are daily open- 
ing for preaching, and the Macedonian cries are to 
be heard in every direction, ‘* Come over and 
help us.”? Ye see, brethren, how God _ hath al- 
i ready blessed our weak labors. Let us not be 
Ht weary in-well doing. Let us not be discouraged. 


43} The cause is good, and the promise sure ; for in 
Py a due season we shall reap, if we faint not. The 
tn. crown is yet before us, and the prize is at the end 


ah of -the race. ‘* He that endureth unto the end, 
| the same shall be saved.”?> And let not him that 
eirdeth on the harness, boast himself as he that 
| i! putteth it off.’ ‘* Hitherto the Lord hath helped 
\ 










: us.”?” We are not yet out of the bow-shot of the 
Wty enemy. The world, the flesh, and the devil, are 
set in battle array against us, and all the powers of 
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darkness’ would rejoice at our defeat. Let us 
therefore, take to us the whole armor of God: 
the hope of salvation ; the breast-plate of righte- 
ousness ; the shield of faith; the sword of the 
spirit. Having our loins girt about with truth ; 
our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace ; our lamps trimmed, and our lights burn- 
ing; and be always like servants who are waiting 
for the coming of their lord. 

‘Fime is short, and We must soon give an ac- 
count of our stewardship. It is required of stew- 
ards, that a man be found faithful’ He 1s faithful 
who hath promised us, saying, ‘‘ Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.” 
Remember, brethren, our sufficiency is of God. 
We have no strength nor wisdom of our own, or 
at least the stock is not in ourselves, but in Christ, 
who of God is made unto us wisdom, righteous. 
ness, sanctification and redemption. It was he 
who saved us, aud called us with a holy calling, 
and sent us to preach his gospel. Not with wis- 
dom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be 
made of none effect. Therefore, not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
nodle are called. We have but a few who can 
boast, that either they or their friends have been 
to any extravagant cost, to prepare them for the 
ministry, or to purchase them flattering titles ; 
but we may each of us join with the beloved P:ul, 
and say, ‘ ‘Unto me, who am less than the least 
of all saints, is this grace given; that I should 
preach among the Gentiles, the unsearchable 
riches of Christ.’? Nevertheless, God hath pre- 


“4 i a 





176 RELIGIOUS. MAGAZINE. 


pared us for the work that he hath called us to. 
He hath not sent us untoa people of strange 
speech, and of a hard language, whose words we 
cannot understand : but to a people of our own 
dialect ; to a people who have Bibles to read, and 
in general, learning enough to read them. God 
hath given us his Holy Spirit, to lead us into all 
truth, and to instruct us in the mystery of the 
kingdom of God. We have no other man’s line 
of things made ready tour hands, (to boast in) 
but we must take the Wonderful Counsellor, for 
the man of our counsel; the scripture of truth for 
our rule of faith and practice ; and the Spirit by 
which'they were writtcn, to bring them to our re- 
membrance, and explain them to our understand- 
ing. We are not sent to preach the doctrines of 
men ; nor to tell of decrees and purposes which 
were never revealed. We must leave these 
uninvestigable secrets, for those high-towering 
divines, who, by their supe rabundant sagacity, 
have found them out. ‘They being the only per- 
sons qualified to testify ofthem. But we must 
preach the doctrine which is according to gédii- 
ness. A doctrine, which wants no great swelling 
words of vanity, or studied airs and gestures, to set 
it forth, or recommend it to a candid mind; nor 
artful affectation to send itto the heart. But is in 
itself so excellent, and every way so calculated for 
the individual and general good of mankind, that 
it wanteth no human embellishments to make it 
more desirable. ‘The more simple and sincere, 
the more powcrful; the more pure, the more in- 
Viting and attracting to the soul. It is this, that 
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opens the blind eyes of sinners, unstops their deaf 
ears, and softens their hard hearts, and cleanses 
their spotted souls. Let us therefore, my breth- 
ren, labor to keep, ovrse/ves pure, and to preach 
the pure doctrine. And see to it, that we make 
all things according to the pattern shewed unto us 
in the scriptures of truth. Let us be lovers of 
all good men, and so far as their works are agree- 
able to the scriptures, esteem them very highly 
for their works’ sake ; but we must have no man’s 
person in admiration, for the sake of advantage, 
and have no fellowship with the unfruitful works 
of darkness, but rather reprove them. 

More are they that are forus, than those that 
are against us. Greater is he that is in, you, than 
he that is in the world. The Lord is our judge, 
the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is our king, 
he will save us. We have had some trials and 
sufferings to pass through, but not more than what 
might have been reasonably expected, under the 
circumstances which have existed since this peo- 
ple began to rise; and perhaps, not more than 
will be for our real good, if we wisely improve 
them. We are indeed, a very singular people ; 
and no wonder if the people in this day stare at 
us. We profess to come out, and be separated 
from all the creeds, platforms, and disciplines of 
men, and to take the Bible for our rule. (A rule 
which all the christian denominations acknowl- 
edge to be the best rule.) Yet perhaps, some of 
almost every denomination judge us heretics, be- 
cause we hold norule of faith and practice, but the 
Bible. It has not been an uncommon thing with 
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, 2, to hear people of different denominations, (and 
sometimes preachers) ask the following questions. 
Have you no articles of faith but the Bible ? Have 
you no book of disciple but the Bible ? How 
can you discipline a member by the Bible? &c. 
&c. When I hear people ask such questions, it 
makes me think that they have a very low opinion 
of the Bible. For my part, 1 believe that there 
dre many good and useful books in the world, but 
none so good as the Bible. They say it is the 
best rule, and yet seem to think that they can 
make it a little better, or, at least, that it is not a 
sufficient rule, without something else. Each de- 
domination makes the amendment to please them: 
selves ; and to displease all the rest. And this is 
what now makes the contention. But as light 
mcreases in the rational world, these things will 
of course vanish away, and the true followers of 
Christ will all unite ineompany. ‘These prejudices 
‘re daily decreasing, love is prevailing, and the 
number of the disciples of Jesus is increasing. 
And we have great encouragement to stand fast 
in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us 
free. But let us be humble, my brethren, and 
live near to God. Watch and pray, lest we enter 
into temptation. Keep the armor of righteous- 
ness on the right hand and on the left ; do noth- 
ing for the sake of applause ; neglect nothing for 
fear of reproach. Press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 
Letothersdo asthey may, letus strive for the promo- 
tion of the general cause of God, among our fel- 
low men; and let us see to it, that we have noth- 
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ing in view but the glory of God, and the good of 


our fellow creatures. ‘‘ He is the best minister 
who does the most good, and winsthe most souls.”’ 
Let us remember, that Christ, our blessed Master 
hath said, ‘‘ without me, ye can do nothing.’’ 
Our whole success in preaching, depends on hav- 
ing Christ with us, and in us. ‘‘ I labored (said 
Paul) more abundantly than they all, yet not I; 
but the grace of God, which was with me.”’ O, 
let us ever put the crown on the head of Jesus ! 
for it belongeth to him. We are only ‘‘ workers 
together with him ” The work is his, and the 
power is his, and the glory belongeth to him. He 
has promised to be with his ministers to the end 
of the world : and, | 


Though we are feeble, Christis strong, 

His fromises‘are true; ) eit 
We shall be conquerors all, ere long, ‘ 
And more than conquerors too, 

' ee 


May the Lord bless you, my brethren, and in- 
spire you with wisdom and understanding to know 
his will, and fill you witha holy resolutionto do 
the same. May your labors be more abundantly 
crowned with success, in turning men from dark- 
ness to light; from error to truth; from sin to ho- 
liness ; and from all man-made religion, to that re- 
ligion which is pure and undefiled before God and 
the Father, until the whole earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of God. And 
love so abound in the human family, that all their 
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